Acts 17

Paul and Silas in Thessalonica

Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica,
where there was a synagogue of the Jews. 2 And Paul went in, as was his custom, and on three
Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, * explaining and proving that it was
necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead, and saying, “This Jesus, whom |
proclaim to you, is the Christ.”  And some of them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as
did a great many of the devout Greeks and not a few of the leading women. 5 But the Jews were
jealous, and taking some wicked men of the rabble, they formed a mob, set the city in an
uproar, and attacked the house of Jason, seeking to bring them out to the crowd. 6 And when
they could not find them, they dragged Jason and some of the brothers before the city
authorities, shouting, “These men who have turned the world upside down have come here
also, 7 and Jason has received them, and they are all acting against the decrees of Caesar, saying
that there is another king, Jesus.” 8 And the people and the city authorities were disturbed
when they heard these things. ° And when they had taken money as security from Jason and
the rest, they let them go.

Paul and Silas in Berea

10The brothers immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea, and when they arrived
they went into the Jewish synagogue. 1* Now these Jews were more noble than those in
Thessalonica; they received the word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if -
these things were so. 2 Many of them therefore believed, with not a few Greek women of high -
standing as well as men. 2 But when the Jews from Thessalonica learned that the word of God
was proclaimed by Paul at Berea also, they came there too, agitating and stirring up the
crowds. 24 Then the brothers immediately sent Paul off on his way to the sea, but Silas

and Timothy remained there. ° Those who conducted Paul brought him as far as Athens, and
after receiving a command for Silas and Timothy to come to him as soon as possible, they

departed.

Paul in Athens

16 Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him as he saw |
that the city was full of idols. 7 So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the devout
persons, and in the marketplace every day with those who happened to be there. '* Some of
the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers also conversed with him. And some said, “What does this
babbler wish to say?” Others said, “He seems to be a preacher of foreign divinities”—

because he was preaching Jesus and the resurrection. ° And they took him and brought him

to the Areopagus, saying, “May we know what this new teaching is that you are '
presenting? 2 For you bring some strange things to our ears. We wish to know therefore what



these things mean.” 21 Now all the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there would spend
their time in nothing except telling or hearing something new.

2250 Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, | perceive that in every
way you are very religious. 2% For as | passed along and observed the objects of your worship, |
found also an altar with this inscription: ‘To the unknown god.” What therefore you worship as
unknown, this | proclaim to you. 2 The God who made the world and everything in it,

being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man, %> nor is he served by
human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and
breath and everything. 26 And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the
face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling
place, # that they should seek God, and perhaps feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he
is actually not far from each one of us, 22for

“‘In him we live and move and have our being’;

as even some of your own poets have said,

“‘For we are indeed his offspring.” _
29 Being then God's offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold or silver or
stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man. 3° The times of ignorance God
overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 3*because he has fixed a
day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of
this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” »

32 Now when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked. But others said, “We
will hear you again about this.” 3 So Paul went out from their midst. 34 But some men joined
him and believed, among whom also were Dionysius the Areopagite and a woman named
Damaris and others with them.



Luke 24:44-47

Then he said to them, “These are my words that | spoke to ydu while | was still with you, that
everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be
fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and said to

| them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the ,
dead, 47 and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all

nations, beginning from Jerusalem.

Acts 3:17-18
| “And now, brothers, 1 know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18 But what
God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ would suffer, he thus fulfilled.

i Luke 2:34-35
And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the

fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 3 (and a sword will pierce
| through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.”




“Grab for All the Gusto” (Schlitz)

“Just Do It”(Nike)

Epicurean - Schlitz — “You only go around
once in life, so grab for all the gusto”

e Life is short and fragile
o Therefore: extract as much pleasure

Stoic - Nike — “Just Do It”

o Lifeis hard and indifferent
¢ Therefore: act anyway
+ Time is neutral - effort = self-

as possible mastery
o Time is the enemy -> urgency >
indulgence
Schlitz - Epicurean Nike - Stoic

Desire is trustworthy.
Follow it before it’s too late.

Desire = guide
Restraint = missed opportunity

Desire is irrelevant.
Action matters more.

Desire = optional
Discipline = identity

Schlitz - Emotional posture

s Warm

¢ Social

e Permission-giving

¢ Almost parental: “Go on, enjoy
yourself.”

Nike —~ Emotional posture

o Cold (in a good way)

o Individual

o Demanding

¢ Almost confrontational: “Why aren’t
you moving?”

Schlitz

Pain is something to avoid or anesthetize.
Beer softens the edges of existence.

Nike

Pain is something to walk directly into.
Pain is evidence you’re doing it right.




Schlitz’s ideal person - Epicurean

e Social

e Fun-loving

e Present-oriented

e Defined by experiences and moments

Good life = enjoyable life

Nike’s ideal person - Stoic

o Self-directed

e Disciplined

e  Will-driven

o Defined by actions, not outcomes

Good life = honorable effort

These two lines map onto a deep American tension:

o Am| here to enjoy life? (Schlitz)

e Orto prove something to myself? (Nike)

Modern brands usually choose one—or carefully sequence both:

1. Endure (Stoic)
2. Reward yourself (Epicurean)

- Final punchline
If these were bumper stickers:

e Schlitz: Life is short. Feel good.
o Nike: Life is hard. Be strong.

Both are persuasive.
Both are incomplete alone.

Endure - Earn - Enjoy

Stoic ads sell identity through discipline
Epicurean ads sell identity through experience

The most powerful brands sequence them:

Together, they explain about 70% of modern advertising.
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