1 John 4:7-16

God Is Love

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has
been born of God and knows God. 8 Anyone who does not love does not know
God, because God is love. ? In this the love of God was made manifest among us,
that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. ¥ In
this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to
be the propitiation for our sins. ! Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to
love one another. **No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God

abides in us and his love is perfected in us.

13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of
his Spirit. ¥ And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be
the Savior of the world. ** Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God
abides in him, and he in God. *®So we have come to know and to believe the love
that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and

God abides in him.

1 Corinthians 13:4-7

Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant ° or rude. It does not
insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; ¢ it does not rejoice at wrongdoing,

but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures

all things.




When John says that “love is from God,” he doesn’t mean it's from him the way letters are from
a mailman, or even letters are from a friend. He means that love is from God the way heat is
from fire, or the way light is from the sun. Love belongs to God’s nature. It’s woven into what
he is. It’s part of what it means to be God. The sun gives light because it is light. And fire gives
heat because it is heat. So, John’s point is that that in the new birth, this aspect of the divine
nature {love) becomes part of who you are. The new birth is the imparting to you of divine life,
and an indispensable part of that life is love. God’s nature is love, and in the new birth that
nature becomes part of who you are.

John Piper

Matthew 22:37-40

And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your mind. 3 This is the great and first commandment. 3 And a second is like it: You
shall love your neighbor as yourself. 42 On these two commandments depend all the Law and

the Prophets.”

Romans 13:8-10

Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the
law. ? For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall
not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this

word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 1 Love does no wrong to a neighbor;

therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.




