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Reminders of “Holy War”

TARGET HIEET

Casiral Eng}fshslblme‘ ‘8 R,

o S
- i DIpsg . l#ael s army, makes 10 mile maréﬁ llphllﬁ oﬁ’ueter ab Ve thelr Gllgal camp ne
E 2 e ~‘éttack thé\enemy towrt of ALon the ?:?e‘s(:(\Canaan s hills) SV

attacks from tha'eastss
-

Dead Sea
encho

“Yoshua S

by NANZ S S

Leviticus 18: 24-30

Deuteronomy 9:4-5

4“Do not make yourselves unclean by any of these
things, for by all these the nations | am driving out
before you have become unclean, ?° and the land
became unclean, so that | punished its iniquity, and
the land vomited out its inhabitants. 2 But you shall
keep my statutes and my rules and do none of these
abominations, either the native or the stranger who
sojourns among you ’ (for the people of the land,
who were before you, did all of these abominations,
so that the land became unclean), 2 lest the land
vomit you out when you make it unclean, as it
vomited out the nation that was before you. % For
everyone who does any of these abominations, the
persons who do them shall be cut off from among
their people. ** So keep my charge never to

practice any of these abominable customs that were
practiced before you, and never to make yourselves
unclean by them: | am the LORD your God.”

““Do not say in your heart, after

the LORD your God has thrust them out
before you, ‘It is because of my
righteousness that the LORD has brought
me in to possess this land,” whereas it

is because of the wickedness of these
nations that the LORD is driving them out
before you. ® Not because of your
righteousness or the uprightness of your
heart are you going in to possess their
land, but because of the wickedness of
these nations the LORD your God is
driving them out from before you, and
that he may confirm the word that

the LORD swore to your fathers, to
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.




The Fall of Ai
8 And the Lord said to Joshua, “Do not fear and do not be dismayed. Take all the fighting men with you,

and arise, go up to Ai. See, | have given into your hand the king of Ai, and his people, his city, and his
land. 2 And you shall do to Ai and its king as you did to Jericho and its king. Only its spoil and its
livestock you shall take as plunder for yourselves. Lay an ambush against the city, behind it.”

Principle #1

God is not like humans who manipulate and holdover anger after the relationship has been restored.
He is eager to forgive and redeem His children. God will initiate, encourage, and guide us—immediately after forgiving

us.

The Plan to Attack Ai

Am"’"‘ Force

Blocking Force

The first attack on Ai had ended in

defeat for Israel because of one
man'’s sin. But now, because of
their obedience, God had
promised victory. . .

1 Joshua sends out an ambush

force at night to hide on the far
side of Ai.
2 Next morning Joshua leads

the main force to camp opposite
the gate of Ai.

3 Athird force s sent out to hide
between Ai and Bethel, to block
any intervention {Joshua 8:12).

4 The king of Ai leads his men
out.

5 Joshua's main force pretends
to retreat. The men of Ai pursve,
as in the previous battle.

6 The ambush force enters
unprotected Aiand sets it on fire.
7 Joshua's force turns to attack
the men of Ai.

8 The ambush force joins the
battle and overcomes the enemy.




3So Joshua and all the fighting men arose to go up to Ai. And Joshua chose 30,000 mighty men of valor
and sent them out by night. * And he commanded them, “Behold, you shall lie in ambush against the
city, behind it. Do not go very far from the city, but all of you remain ready. > And | and all the people
who are with me will approach the city. And when they come out against us just as before, we shall flee
before them. ® And they will come out after us, until we have drawn them away from the city. For they
will say, ‘They are fleeing from us, just as before.” So we will flee before them. ’ Then you shall rise up
from the ambush and seize the city, for the Lord your God will give it into your hand. ® And as soon as
you have taken the city, you shall set the city on fire. You shall do according to the word of
the Lord. See, | have commanded you.” ° So Joshua sent them out. And they went to the place of
ambush and lay between Bethel and Ai, to the west of Ai, but Joshua spent that night among the
people.
19 Joshua arose early in the morning and mustered the people and went up, he and the elders of Israel,
before the people to Ai. ' And all the fighting men who were with him went up and drew near before
the city and encamped on the north side of Ai, with a ravine between them and Ai. > He took about
5,000 men and set them in ambush between Bethel and Ai, to the west of the city. * So they stationed
the forces, the main encampment that was north of the city and its rear guard west of the city. But
Joshua spent that night in the valley. '* And as soon as the king of Ai saw this, he and all his people, the
men of the city, hurried and went out early to the appointed place toward the Arabah to meet Israel in
battle. But he did not know that there was an ambush against him behind the city. '* And Joshua and all
Israel pretended to be beaten before them and fled in the direction of the wilderness. ' So all the
people who were in the city were called together to pursue them, and as they pursued Joshua they were
drawn away from the city. ' Not a man was left in Ai or Bethel who did not go out after Israel. They left
the city open and pursued Israel.
'® Then the Lord said to Joshua, “Stretch out the javelin that is in your hand toward Ai, for | will give it
into your hand.” And Joshua stretched out the javelin that was in his hand toward the city. ' And the
men in the ambush rose quickly out of their place, and as soon as he had stretched out his hand, they
ran and entered the city and captured it. And they hurried to set the city on fire. ?* So when the men of
Ai looked back, behold, the smoke of the city went up to heaven, and they had no power to flee this
way or that, for the people who fled to the wilderness turned back against the pursuers. ' And when
Joshua and all Israel saw that the ambush had captured the city, and that the smoke of the city went up,
then they turned back and struck down the men of Ai. > And the others came out from the city against
them, so they were in the midst of Israel, some on this side, and some on that side. And Israel struck
them down, until there was left none that survived or escaped.  But the king of Ai they took alive, and
brought him near to Joshua.
24 When Israel had finished killing all the inhabitants of Ai in the open wilderness where they pursued
them, and all of them to the very last had fallen by the edge of the sword, all Israel returned to Ai and
struck it down with the edge of the sword. ?* And all who fell that day, both men and women, were
12,000, all the people of Ai. 2 But Joshua did not draw back his hand with which he stretched out the
javelin until he had devoted all the inhabitants of Ai to destruction. >’ Only the livestock and the spoil of
that city Israel took as their plunder, according to the word of the Lord that he commanded
Joshua. 2 So Joshua burned Ai and made it forever a heap of ruins, as it is to this day. ° And he hanged
3



the king of Ai on a tree until evening. And at sunset Joshua commanded, and they took his body down
from the tree and threw it at the entrance of the gate of the city and raised over it a great heap of
stones, which stands there to this day.

Principle #2

When approaching a difficult task or crossroad in our lives, we might be afraid and wonder what part God will play—and
how much initiative we should take in it. We can calculate that percentage by using this formula:

“You take the first step, God will take the second step, and by the time you get to the third step, you’ll know that it was

God who took the first step.”
Steve Brown

My Old, Dear Friend

Deuteronomy 23

A Man Hanged on a Tree Is Cursed

22»And if a man has committed a crime punishable by death and he is put to death, and you hang him
on a tree, 2 his body shall not remain all night on the tree, but you shall bury him the same day, for a
hanged man is cursed by God. You shall not defile your land that the Lord your God is giving you for an

inheritance.

Galations 3: 13-14

13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who
is hanged on a tree”— so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might
receive the promised Spirit through faith.




Deuteronomy 27

The Altar on Mount Ebal
27 Now Moses and the elders of Israel commanded the people, saying, “Keep the whole commandment

that | command you today. 2 And on the day you cross over the Jordan to the land that the Lord your
God is giving you, you shall set up large stones and plaster them with plaster. * And you shall write on
them all the words of this law, when you cross over to enter the land that the Lord your God is giving
you, a land flowing with milk and honey, as the Lord, the God of your fathers, has promised you. * And
when you have crossed over the Jordan, you shall set up these stones, concerning which | command you
today, on Mount Ebal, and you shall plaster them with plaster. > And there you shall build an altar to

the Lord your God, an altar of stones. You shall wield no iron tool on them; ® you shall build an altar to
the Lord your God of uncut stones. And you shall offer burnt offerings on it to the Lord your God, " and
you shall sacrifice peace offerings and shall eat there, and you shall rejoice before the Lord your

God. 2 And you shall write on the stones all the words of this law very plainly.”

Curses From Mount Ebal
®Then Moses and the Levitical priests said to all Israel, “Keep silence and hear, O Israel: this day you

have become the people of the Lord your God. ° You shall therefore obey the voice of the Lord your
God, keeping his commandments and his statutes, which | command you today.”

""That day Moses charged the people, saying, > “When you have crossed over the Jordan, these shall
stand on Mount Gerizim to bless the people: Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Joseph, and Benjamin. * And
these shall stand on Mount Ebal for the curse: Reuben, Gad, Asher, Zebulun, Dan, and

Naphtali. " And the Levites shall declare to all the men of Israel in a loud voice:




Back to Joshua 8

Joshua Renews the Covenant

30 At that time Joshua built an altar to the LORD, the God of Israel, on Mount Ebal, *' just as Moses the
servant of the LORD had commanded the people of Israel, as it is written in the Book of the Law of
Moses, “an altar of uncut stones, upon which no man has wielded an iron tool.” And they offered on it
burnt offerings to the LORD and sacrificed peace offerings. 3> And there, in the presence of the people of
Israel, he wrote on the stones a copy of the law of Moses, which he had written. ** And all

Israel, sojourner as well as native born, with their elders and officers and their judges, stood on opposite
sides of the ark before the Levitical priests who carried the ark of the covenant of the LORD, half of them
in front of Mount Gerizim and half of them in front of Mount Ebal, just as Moses the servant of

the LOrRD had commanded at the first, to bless the people of Israel. ** And afterward he read all the
words of the law, the blessing and the curse, according to all that is written in the Book of the

Law. * There was not a word of all that Moses commanded that Joshua did not read before all the
assembly of Israel, and the women, and the little ones, and the sojourners who lived among them.

Joshua 8: God wanted the people of Israel to remember THE ALTAR (Mount Ebal)
Today: God wants us to remember THE CROSS

What’s God’s goal for us as we mature in Christ?
1. Tosinless and less?
—-or—
2. To see our sin more and more?

If it’s #1, then it would have been logical for God to free us from indwelling sin when we were saved.
We would then be free to enjoy life in a sinless state.

Instead, He wanted #2 (to see our sin more & more).
So, instead of freeing us from indwelling sin, He frees us from CONDEMNATION.

Barbara Duguid
Extravagant Grace




