i N

& COURAGEOUS

‘-,
Z

w
m

Joshua 10:1-28

As soon as Adoni-zedek, king of Jerusalem, heard how Joshua had captured Ai and had devoted
it to destruction, doing to Ai and its king as he had done to Jericho and its king, énd how the
inhabitants of Gibeon had made peace with Israel and were among them, 2 he feared greatly,
because Gibeon was a great city, like one of the royal cities, and because it was greater than Ai, .
and all its men were warriors. 3So Adoni-zedek king of Jerusalem sent to Hoham king of
Hebron, to Piram king of Jarmuth, to Japhia king of Lachish, and to Debir king of Eglon,
saying, * “Come up to me and help me, and let us strike Gibeon. For it has made peace with
Joshua and with the people of Israel.” ® Then the five kings of the Amorites, the king of
Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and the king of

Eglon, gathered their forces and went up with all their armies and encémped against Gibeon

and made war against it.
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¢ And the men of Gibeon sent to Joshua at the camp in Gilgal, saying, “Do not relax your hand
from your servants. Come up to us quickly and save us and help us, for all the kings of the
Amorites who dwell in the hill country are gathered against us.” 7 So Joshua went up from
Gilgal, he and all the people of war with him, and all the mighty men of valor. 8 And

the LORD said to Joshua, “Do not fear them, for | have given them into your hands. Not a man of
them shall stand before you.” ? So Joshua came upon them suddenly, having marched up all
night from Gilgal. 1® And the LorD threw them into a panic before Israel, who struck them with a
great blow at Gibeon and chased them by the way of the ascent of Beth-horon and struck them
as far as Azekah and Makkedah. 11 And as they fled before Israel, while they were going down
the ascent of Beth-horon, the LorD threw down large stones from heaven on them as far as
Azekah, and they died. There were more who died because of the hailstones than the sons of

Israel killed with the sword.

12 At that time Joshua spoke to the LORD in the day when the LORD gave the Amorites over to the

sons of Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel,

“Sun, stand still at Gibeon,
and moon, in the Valley of Aijalon.”
13 And the sun stood still, and the moon stopped,

until the nation took vengeance on their enemies.

Is this not written in the Book of Jashar? The sun stopped in the midst of heaven and did not
hurry to set for about a whole day. ** There has been no day like it before or since, when

the LorRD heeded the voice of a man, for the Lorp fought for Israel.

1550 Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, to the camp at Gilgal.



" 1. When the Hebrews charged against the

} . Amorite Kings, they had the advantage of
moving slightly downhill, giving them added
momentum and penetrating power.

2. The Gibeonites, of course, joined in the
fighting Having their enemy therefore in the
" middle of a vice.

. 3. The forces of the Amorite Kings broke
easily at the Battle of Gibeon and fled from
the battlefield. Being cut off from their
initial approach route to the south and with
the highlands to the north and south, their
rout was bottlenecked into the valley to the
&1 northwest along the Beth Horon Ascent.

o Joshua’s forces followed in close pursuit.
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The real strategic military prowess of Joshua comes through after the battle had turned.
Although we do not have more detail about the battle itself, it is well documented that the
Hebrews pursued and continued engaging the beaten foe until no regrouping was possible.
Joshua knew that if he did not eliminate the Amorites ultimately, that his tactical victory on the

field would not count for much in the long strategic run.

4. The fight went on while the moon was still visible in the west, meaning, they moved in the
direction of the valley of Ajalon for another 11 miles. If they succeeded in running, by daybreak,
the Amorite Kings would reach the Beth-Horon pass and escape the geographic confines they
were in. Joshua, therefore, stopped the bulk of the Amorite fighting force before this junction.

The Hebrews knew they had to finish the enemy off before dawn broke because darkness was
best for them to fight in due to the lack of armor they had in comparison to their enemy. This
disproportion is why despite reaching the threshold of their endurance Joshua decided that to
keep the momentum going was better than to fight another day.

5. The Hebrews kept the fighting advance through Ajalon;
6. Continued as far as the Canaanite strongholds of Azekah and

7. Makkedah by which point the Gibeonites had joined the harassment.



16 These five kings fled and hid themselves in the cave at Makkedah. *7 And it was told to
Joshua, “The five kings have been found, hidden in the cave at Makkedah.” 18 And Joshua said,
“Roll large stones against the mouth of the cave and set men by it to guard them, **but do not
stay there yourselves. Pursue your enemies; attack their rear guard. Do not let them enter their
cities, for the LorD your God has given them into your hand.” 2 When Joshua and the sons of
Israel had finished striking them with a great blow until they were wiped out, and when the
remnant that remained of them had entered into the fortified cities, 2! then all the people
returned safe to Joshua in the camp at Makkedah. Not a man moved his tongue against any of

the people of Israel.

22Then Joshua said, “Open the mouth of the cave and bring those five kings out to me from the
cave.” 23 And they did so, and brought those five kings out to him from the cave, the king of
Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and the king of

Eglon. 2* And when they brought those kings out to Joshua, Joshua summoned all the men of
Israel and said to the chiefs of the men of war who had gone with him, “Come near; put your
feet on the necks of these kings.” Then they came near and put their feet on their necks. 5 And
Joshua said to them, “Do not be afraid or dismayed; be strong and courageous. For thus

the Lorp will do to all your enemies against whom you fight.” 26 And afterward Joshua struck
them and put them to death, and he hanged them on five trees. And they hung on the trees
until evening. 27 But at the time of the going down of the sun, Joshua commanded, and they
took them down from the trees and threw them into the cave where they had hidden
themselves, and they set large stones against the mouth of the cave, which remain to this very

day.

28 As for Makkedah, Joshua captured it on that day and struck it, and its king, with the edge of
the sword. He devoted to destruction every person in it; he left none remaining. And he did to

the king of Makkedah just as he had done to the king of Jericho.




