John 21
Regret & Restoration

Resurrected Jesus promises to meet disciples in Galilee
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Jesus Appears to Seven Disciples

21 After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias, and he
revealed himself in this way. 2Simon Peter, Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael of Cana
in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples were together.  Simon
Peter said to them, “l am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They
went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.

“Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not know that it
was Jesus. ° Jesus said to them, “Children, do you have any fish?” They answered him,
“No.” ® He said to them, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find
some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in, because of the quantity of
fish.  That disciple whom Jesus loved therefore said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon
Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment, for he was stripped for
work, and threw himself into the sea. ® The other disciples came in the boat, dragging the
net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, but about a hundred yards off.

Does this remind us of anything?



The first time Simon ever met Jesus.
Luke 5: 3-11

} Getting into one of the boats, which was Simon's, he asked him to put out a little from
the land. And he sat down and taught the people from the boat. * And when he had
finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep and let down your nets for a
catch.” > And Simon answered, “Master, we toiled all night and took nothing! But at your
word | will let down the nets.” ® And when they had done this, they enclosed a large
number of fish, and their nets were breaking. ’ They signaled to their partners in the other
boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began
to sink. ® But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus® knees, saying, “Depart from
me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” ? For he and all who were with him were astonished at
the catch of fish that they had taken, ' and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee,
who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on
you will be catching men.” ' And when they had brought their boats to land, they left
everything and followed him.

Sea of Galilee
Church of the Primacy of Peter
Site of Peter’s Restoration

?When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire in place, with fish laid out on it, and
bread. '* Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” ' So
Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, 153 of them. And
although there were so many, the net was not torn. 2 Jesus said to them, “Come and have
breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was
the Lord. ** Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and so with the

fish. * This was now the third time that Jesus was revealed to the disciples after he was
raised from the dead.



What do we learn about Jesus in this event so far?

Jesus and Peter

'3 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do
you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that | love you.” He
said to him, “Feed my lambs.” '®He said to him a second time, “Simon, son of John, do
you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to

him, “Tend my sheep.” '’ He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love
me?” Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” and he
said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to

him, “Feed my sheep. " Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to dress
yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your
hands, and another will dress you and carry you where you do not want to go.” ' (This he
said to show by what kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said to
him, “Follow me.”

Matt 26:31-34

31 Then Jesus said to them, “You will all fall away because of me this night. For it is written, ’I

will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ 32 But after | am raised up, |
will go before you to Galilee.” ** Peter answered him, “Though they all fall away because of you, |
will never fall away.” 34 Jesus said to him, “Truly, | tell you, this very night, before the rooster crows,
you will deny me three times.”

What do we do with our sin and regrets?

1. Own my Sin & Regret
For | know my transgressions,
and my sin is ever before me.
Against you, you only, have | sinned
and done what is evil in your sight,
so that you may be justified in your words
and blameless in your judgment. Psalm 51:3-4

And Peter remembered the saying of Jesus, “Before the rooster crows, you will deny me three
times.” And he went out and wept bitterly. Matt 26: 75




2. Remember Regrets, to a Point
“A life without regrets is a life built on a mirage.” John Piper

'2remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth
of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the

world. * But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of
Christ. Ephesians 2: 12-13

Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom | am the foremost.
1 Timothy 1: 15

3. Show my love for Christ
...forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, "1 press on toward the

goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.
Philippians 3: 13-14

The contemporary church is overwhelmed by individual triumphalism and the myth of the “Victorious
Christian Life”. As a result, many Christians live lives of deep discouragement and anguish, hiding their
shameful struggles from one another.

We suspect we would bring more glory to God through strength & obedience than through failure. Yet
God disagrees. God delights in the way that glory is revealed in His love for wicked people who continue
to need His grace & mercy day-after-day.

If decreasing the total number of sins that | committed were God’s primary objective, He would have
kept me out of the wilderness. However, He led me into the wilderness to reveal my sin to me because
seeing my sin is good for me and brings Him glory. It is good for us to see our sin, because when we do,
our Savior becomes dearer to us. When we are standing tall and strong we do not tend to look at
Christ—we don’t need Him. But when we fall flat on our faces, overcome with sin and weakness, there is
nowhere else for us to look but to the One who has died for our death and lived the life we should have
lived. God loves broken and contrite hearts, and we don’t acquire those by living the “Victorious
Christian Life”.

Without this vastness of the people’s sin there would be no context to display the greatness of God.

Barbara DuGuid
Extravagant Grace
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what kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said to him, “Follow

”

me.



Jesus and the Beloved Apostle

20 peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them, the one who also
had leaned back against him during the supper and had said, “Lord, who is it that is going
to betray you?” ' When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, “Lord, what about this

man?” # Jesus said to him, “If it is my will that he remain until | come, what is that to

you? You follow me!” # So the saying spread abroad among the brothers that this disciple
was not to die; yet Jesus did not say to him that he was not to die, but, “If it is my will that
he remain until | come, what is that to you?”

**This is the disciple who is bearing witness about these things, and who has written these
things, and we know that his testimony is true.

%> Now there are also many other things that Jesus did. Were every one of them to be
written, | suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that would be written.

What’s Jesus trying to impress upon Peter?



