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1 Kings 5 - 7 

 
OUTLINE 
Chapter 5 Preparations for building the temple 
Chapter 6 Solomon builds the temple 
Chapter 7 Solomon builds his palace; The temple furnishings 
 
5  Now Hiram king of Tyre sent his servants to Solomon when he heard that they had 
anointed him king in place of his father, for Hiram always loved David.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
City of Tyre 
• In	Lebanon	
• Most	dominant	port	city	in	the	Mediterranean	
• Part	of	the	Phoenician	region	&	culture	

o Seafaring	people;	impressive	shipping	fleets	
o Conduit	for	trade	between	the	cities	on	the	coast	&	Mediterranean	islands		
o Natural	resources:		Wood	from	mountain	ranges	
o Artisans,	craftmanship;	stone	cutters	(Byblos)	
o Luxury	goods:	Purple	dyes		
o Livelihood	depended	on	trade	-	-not	a	farming	region			

• Tyre	&	Israel	had	a	mutually-beneficial	relationship.		
o ISRAEL	=		 Agriculture	and	land-based	commerce	
o TYRE	=		 Building	materials,	craftmanship,	shipping	
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Cedars of Lebanon 
• Grew	in	the	mountain	ranges	
• Tall,	massive	trees;			durable	wood		
• High	demand	for:		

o Ship	building	
o Strong	cross-beams	for	public	buildings	
o Symbol	of	luxury	in	architecture		
o Lining	walls	of	palaces	&	temples	

• Ensured	Phoenician	wealth	&	influence	
 
King of Tyre - Hiram 
• Ruled	34	years	
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Preparations for Building the Temple 
5  Now Hiram king of Tyre sent his servants to Solomon when he heard that they had 
anointed him king in place of his father, for Hiram always loved David. 2 And Solomon 
sent word to Hiram, 3 “You know that David my father could not build a house for the 
name of the LORD his God because of the warfare with which his enemies surrounded 
him, until the LORD put them under the soles of his feet. 4 But now the LORD my God has 
given me rest on every side. There is neither adversary nor misfortune. 5 And so I intend 
to build a house for the name of the LORD my God, as the LORD said to David my father, 
‘Your son, whom I will set on your throne in your place, shall build the house for my 
name.’ 6 Now therefore command that cedars of Lebanon be cut for me. And my servants 
will join your servants, and I will pay you for your servants such wages as you set, for you 
know that there is no one among us who knows how to cut timber like the Sidonians.” 

7 As soon as Hiram heard the words of Solomon, he rejoiced greatly and said, “Blessed 
be the LORD this day, who has given to David a wise son to be over this great 
people.” 8 And Hiram sent to Solomon, saying, “I have heard the message that you have 
sent to me. I am ready to do all you desire in the matter of cedar and cypress timber. 9 My 
servants shall bring it down to the sea from Lebanon, and I will make it into rafts to go by 
sea to the place you direct. And I will have them broken up there, and you shall receive it. 
And you shall meet my wishes by providing food for my household.” 10 So Hiram supplied 
Solomon with all the timber of cedar and cypress that he desired, 11 while Solomon gave 
Hiram 20,000 cors of wheat as food for his household, and 20,000 cors of beaten oil. 
Solomon gave this to Hiram year by year. 12 And the LORD gave Solomon wisdom, as he 
promised him. And there was peace between Hiram and Solomon, and the two of them 
made a treaty. 

Can we see God’s hand in Solomon’s life so far?   Whenever God calls, He also provides. 
 
 

 
 
13 King Solomon drafted forced labor out of all Israel, and the draft numbered 30,000 
men. 14 And he sent them to Lebanon, 10,000 a month in shifts. They would be a month in 

Abilities 
(affirmed by others)

Passion Availability

GOD’S CALLING
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Lebanon and two months at home. Adoniram was in charge of the draft. 15 Solomon 
also had 70,000 burden-bearers and 80,000 stonecutters in the hill country, 16 besides 
Solomon's 3,300 chief officers who were over the work, who had charge of the people 
who carried on the work. 17 At the king's command they quarried out great, costly stones 
in order to lay the foundation of the house with dressed stones. 18 So Solomon's builders 
and Hiram's builders and the men of Gebal did the cutting and prepared the timber and 
the stone to build the house. 

Solomon Builds the Temple 
6 In the four hundred and eightieth year after the people of Israel came out of the land of 
Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon's reign over Israel, in the month of Ziv, which is the 
second month, he began to build the house of the LORD. 2 The house that King Solomon 
built for the LORD was sixty cubits long, twenty cubits wide, and thirty cubits high. 3 The 
vestibule in front of the nave of the house was twenty cubits long, equal to the width of 
the house, and ten cubits deep in front of the house. 4 And he made for the house 
windows with recessed frames. 5 He also built a structure against the wall of the house, 
running around the walls of the house, both the nave and the inner sanctuary. And he 
made side chambers all around. 6 The lowest story was five cubits broad, the middle one 
was six cubits broad, and the third was seven cubits broad. For around the outside of the 
house he made offsets on the wall in order that the supporting beams should not be 
inserted into the walls of the house. 

7 When the house was built, it was with stone prepared at the quarry, so that neither 
hammer nor axe nor any tool of iron was heard in the house while it was being built. 

8 The entrance for the lowest story was on the south side of the house, and one went up 
by stairs to the middle story, and from the middle story to the third. 9 So he built the 
house and finished it, and he made the ceiling of the house of beams and planks of 
cedar. 10 He built the structure against the whole house, five cubits high, and it was joined 
to the house with timbers of cedar. 

11 Now the word of the LORD came to Solomon, 12 “Concerning this house that you are 
building, if you will walk in my statutes and obey my rules and keep all my 
commandments and walk in them, then I will establish my word with you, which I spoke 
to David your father. 13 And I will dwell among the children of Israel and will not forsake 
my people Israel.” 

14 So Solomon built the house and finished it. 

Chapter 6 ends with: 

…the house was finished in all its parts, and according to all its specifications. He 
was seven years in building it. 
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The Temple Furnishings 
13 And King Solomon sent and brought Hiram from Tyre. 14 He was the son of a widow of 
the tribe of Naphtali, and his father was a man of Tyre, a worker in bronze. And he was 
full of wisdom, understanding, and skill for making any work in bronze. He came to King 
Solomon and did all his work. 

15 He cast two pillars of bronze. Eighteen cubits was the height of one pillar, and a line of 
twelve cubits measured its circumference. It was hollow, and its thickness was four 
fingers. The second pillar was the same. 

Skipping to vs 21 

21 He set up the pillars at the vestibule of the temple. He set up the pillar on the south and 
called its name Jachin, and he set up the pillar on the north and called its name 
Boaz. 22 And on the tops of the pillars was lily-work. Thus the work of the pillars was 
finished. 

23 Then he made the sea of cast metal. It was round, ten cubits from brim to brim, and five 
cubits high, and a line of thirty cubits measured its circumference. 24 Under its brim 
were gourds, for ten cubits, compassing the sea all around. The gourds were in two 
rows, cast with it when it was cast. 25 It stood on twelve oxen, three facing north, three 
facing west, three facing south, and three facing east. The sea was set on them, and all 
their rear parts were inward. 26 Its thickness was a handbreadth, and its brim was made 
like the brim of a cup, like the flower of a lily. It held two thousand baths. 

27 He also made the ten stands of bronze. Each stand was four cubits long, four cubits 
wide, and three cubits high. 

Skipping to vs 48 
48 So Solomon made all the vessels that were in the house of the LORD: the golden 
altar, the golden table for the bread of the Presence, 49 the lampstands of pure gold, five 
on the south side and five on the north, before the inner sanctuary; the flowers, the 
lamps, and the tongs, of gold; 50 the cups, snuffers, basins, dishes for incense, and fire 
pans, of pure gold; and the sockets of gold, for the doors of the innermost part of the 
house, the Most Holy Place, and for the doors of the nave of the temple. 

51 Thus all the work that King Solomon did on the house of the LORD was finished. And 
Solomon brought in the things that David his father had dedicated, the silver, the gold, 
and the vessels, and stored them in the treasuries of the house of the LORD. 

 


