The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant

Matthew 18:21-35

2Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother sin
against me, and | forgive him? As many as seven times?” % Jesus said to him, “I do
not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven times.

2 “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to
settle accounts with his servants. ** When he began to settle, one was brought to
him who owed him ten thousand talents. % And since he could not pay, his master
ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and
payment to be made. ** So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have
patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ ¥ And out of pity for him, the
master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. # But when that
same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a
hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you
owe.’ ??So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with
me, and | will pay you.” * He refused and went and put him in prison until he
should pay the debt. * When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they
were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that had
taken place. * Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked
servant! | forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. ** And should
not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as | had mercy on you? *And in
anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. **So
also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your
brother from your heart.”



Steps of Fargiveness
*  Pray
¢ Apply the Gospel

* Choose to Absorb the Hurt

¢ Rechannel Your Thoughts-Break the Pattern of Rehearsing the Offense (Process}
o In Conversations With Others
o In Conversations With Yourself
* Move Toward Them In Love — | Corinthians 13: 4-7
o In praying for their welfare
o indirect interaction
* Look for the Enabling Grace of the Holy Spirit to Free You From Bitterness

1 Corinthians 13:4-8

Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5or rude. It does not
insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; ¢ it does not rejoice at wrongdoing,

but rejoices with the truth. ” Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes alt things, endures
all things.

“It was at a church service in Munich that | saw him, the former SS man who had stood guard
at the shower room door in the processing centre at Ravensbruck. He was the first of our actual
jailers that | had seen since that time. And suddenly it was all there — the roomful of mocking
men, the heaps of clothing, Betsie’s painblanched face.

He came up to me as the church was emptying, beaming and bowing. “How grateful | am for
your message Fraulein”, he said “To think that, as you say, He has washed my sins away!”

His hand was thrust out to shake mine. And |, who had preached so often to the people in

Bloemendaal the need to forgive, kept my hand at my side. Even as the angry, vengeful
thoughts boiled through me, [ saw the sin of them. Jesus Christ had died for this man; was |
going to ask for more? Lord Jesus, | prayed, forgive me and help me to forgive him.

| tried to smile, | struggled to raise my hand. | could not. ! felt nothing, not the slightest spark of
warmth or charity. And so again | breathed a silent prayer. Jesus, | cannot forgive him. Give me
Your Forgiveness. As | tock his hand the most incredible thing happened. From my shoulder
along my arm and through my hand a current seemed to pass from me to him, while into my
heart sprang a love for this stranger that almost overwhelmed me.

And so | discovered that it is not on our forgiveness any more than on our goodness that the
world’s healing hinges, but on His. When He tells us to love our enemies, He gives, along with
the command, the love itself.”

Corrie ten Boom — The Hiding Place



