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Woman at the Well 
John 4:1-42 

 
      

  
 
 
NORTHERN KINGDOM aka: “Israel” or “Ephraim” 
Capital City: Samaria 
10 Tribes: 

 
 
 
Reuban 
Ephraim 
Dan 
Naphtali 
Simeon 
 

 
 

 
Issachar 
Asher 
Zebulun 
Gad 
Manasseh 

* Lasted 200 yrs (20 kings, 9 families) 
 
 
 
SOUTHERN KINGDOM aka “Judah” 
Capital City: Jerusalem 
2 Tribes:  Judah   
  Benjamin 
 
* Lasted 350 yrs (20 kings, 1 family) 
 
 
 
 
 

Who were the Samarians? 
• North	was	occupied	&	deported	by	Assyrians	(722BC)		
• End	of	Northern	Kingdom	forever	
• King	of	Assyria	imports	other	pagan	people	into	Samaria	to	

mix	with	remaining	Israelites.		
• Intermarriage	ensued.	(2	Kings	17)	
• Samaria	became	refuge	for	Judean	outlaws	
• Mixed-up	theology:	

o Recognized	only	first	5	books	of	Moses	
o Rejected	all	prophets	and	Jewish	traditions	
o Poly-theistic;	worshipped	idols	
o Mixed	Jewish	and	pagan	practices	
o Built	own	temple	on	Mt.	Gerizim	(Jews	later	

destroyed)	
• Vigorously	resisted	re-building	temple	in	Jerusalem	
 (Ezra 4; Haggai 1:3, Nehemiah 6:1-14) 
• Jews	often	went	around	Samaria	when	traveling	North/South	
• Jews	considered	Samaritans	“half-breeds”	&	unclean	
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Modern-day pictures of the same kind of wells used in antiquity 
 

 
Leather water jar 

Jesus and the Woman of Samaria 
4 Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making 
and baptizing more disciples than John 2 (although Jesus himself did not baptize, but only 
his disciples), 3 he left Judea and departed again for Galilee. 4 And he had to pass through 
Samaria. 5 So he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had 
given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob's well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from his 
journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour. 

7 A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8 (For 
his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to 
him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews 
have no dealings with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, 
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and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he 
would have given you living water.” 11 The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to 
draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12 Are you 
greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his 
sons and his livestock.”13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be 
thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty 
again. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to 
eternal life.” 15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty 
or have to come here to draw water.” 

16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” 17 The woman answered him, 
“I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18 for 
you have had five husbands, and the one you now have is not your husband. What you 
have said is true.”  
 

 
The woman is surprised Jesus is talking to her. Why?  

 
 
Jesus starts talking to her about something spiritual—using a metaphor:   
 
Water = Life 
 
How is her life like coming to this well? 
 
 

 

Security:										

A	convinced	awareness	of	being	unconditionally	and	totally	loved	without	needing	to	
change	in	order	to	win	love.	Loved	by	a	love	which	is	freely	given,	which	cannot	be	earned	
and	therefore	cannot	be	lost.									

Significance:	

A	realization	of	being	engaged	in	a	responsibility	or	job	that	is	truly	important,	whose	
results	will	not	evaporate	with	time	but	will	last	through	eternity,	that	fundamentally	
involves	having	a	meaningful	impact	on	another	person;	a	job	for	which	I	am	completely	
adequate.	

Dr.	Lawrence	Crabb	
Effective	Biblical	Counseling	
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19  “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. 20 Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but 
you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people ought to worship.” 21 Jesus said to 
her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in 
Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22 You worship what you do not know; we worship 
what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the hour is coming, and is now here, 
when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is 
seeking such people to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must 
worship in spirit and truth.” 25 The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he 
who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I 
who speak to you am he.” 

That “hour” coming will change everything. LIKE WHAT? 
 
 
27 Just then his disciples came back. They marveled that he was talking with a woman, 
but no one said, “What do you seek?” or, “Why are you talking with her?” 28 So the 
woman left her water jar and went away into town and said to the people, 29 “Come, see a 
man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?” 30 They went out of the town 
and were coming to him. 
 

 
 
39 Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman's testimony, 
“He told me all that I ever did.” 40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to 
stay with them, and he stayed there two days.41 And many more believed because of his 
word. 42 They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we 
believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the Savior of 
the world.” 

 
 


