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John
John 7:53 - 8:1-11 
The Woman Caught in Adultery
53 They went each to his own house 1 but Jesus went to the Mount of  Olives. 2 Early in the 
morning he came again to the temple. All the people came to him, and he sat down and 
taught them. 3 The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in 
adultery, and placing her in the midst 4 they said to him, “Teacher, this woman has been 
caught in the act of  adultery. 5 Now in the Law Moses commanded us to stone such 
women. So what do you say?” 6 This they said to test him, that they might have some 
charge to bring against him. Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the ground. 
7 And as they continued to ask him, he stood up and said to them, “Let him who is without 
sin among you be the first to throw a stone at her.” 8 And once more he bent down and 
wrote on the ground. 9 But when they heard it, they went away one by one, beginning with 
the older ones, and Jesus was left alone with the woman standing before him. 10 Jesus stood 
up and said to her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” 11 She said, 
“No one, Lord.” And Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you; go, and from now on sin no 
more.”
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Introduction

2 Early in the morning he came again to the temple. 
All the people came to him, and he sat down and 
taught them. 3 The scribes and the Pharisees brought 
a woman who had been caught in adultery, and 
placing her in the midst 4 they said to him, “Teacher, 
this woman has been caught in the act of  adultery. 
5 Now in the Law Moses commanded us to 
stone such women. So what do you say?

The Old Testament Law
- Leviticus 20:10-21

3 The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who 
had been caught in adultery, and placing her in the 
midst 4 they said to him, “Teacher, this woman has 
been caught in the act of  adultery. 5 Now in the Law 
Moses commanded us to stone such women. So what 
do you say?” 6 This they said to test him, that 
they might have some charge to bring against 
him. 

The Trap

Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the 
ground. 7 And as they continued to ask him, he stood 
up and said to them, “Let him who is without sin 
among you be the first to throw a stone at 
her.” 8 And once more he bent down and wrote on 
the ground. 9 But when they heard it, they went 
away one by one, beginning with the older 
ones, and Jesus was left alone with the woman 
standing before him.

Jesus schools the educated

and Jesus was left alone with the woman standing 
before him. 10 Jesus stood up and said to her, 
“Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned 
you?” 11 She said, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus said, 
“Neither do I condemn you; go, and from now 
on sin no more.”

Jesus comforts the humiliated
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Applications:
1) Whenever Jesus gives you a word of  grace, it 

always includes a challenge to obedience and 
growth

2) In order to change you need to take your bad 
habits to the cross, not the law

3) We need to be careful no to count sexual 
misconduct too lightly or too severely

Scripture Reference

Leviticus 20:10-21
Punishments for Sexual Immorality
10 “If  a man commits adultery with the wife of  his neighbor, both the adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be 
put to death. 11 If  a man lies with his father's wife, he has uncovered his father's nakedness; both of  them shall 
surely be put to death; their blood is upon them. 12 If  a man lies with his daughter-in-law, both of  them shall 
surely be put to death; they have committed perversion; their blood is upon them. 13 If  a man lies with a male as 
with a woman, both of  them have committed an abomination; they shall surely be put to death; their blood is 
upon them. 14 If  a man takes a woman and her mother also, it is depravity; he and they shall be burned with 
fire, that there may be no depravity among you. 15 If  a man lies with an animal, he shall surely be put to death, 
and you shall kill the animal. 16 If  a woman approaches any animal and lies with it, you shall kill the woman and 
the animal; they shall surely be put to death; their blood is upon them.
17 “If  a man takes his sister, a daughter of  his father or a daughter of  his mother, and sees her nakedness, and 
she sees his nakedness, it is a disgrace, and they shall be cut off  in the sight of  the children of  their people. He 
has uncovered his sister's nakedness, and he shall bear his iniquity. 18 If  a man lies with a woman during her 
menstrual period and uncovers her nakedness, he has made naked her fountain, and she has uncovered the 
fountain of  her blood. Both of  them shall be cut off  from among their people. 19 You shall not uncover the 
nakedness of  your mother's sister or of  your father's sister, for that is to make naked one's relative; they shall bear 
their iniquity. 20 If  a man lies with his uncle's wife, he has uncovered his uncle's nakedness; they shall bear their 
sin; they shall die childless. 21 If  a man takes his brother's wife, it is impurity. He has uncovered his brother's 
nakedness; they shall be childless.
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